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• Dates to Remember
•  The Black Hole for the Black Box 

for Antidepressant

The 55th Annual Operation Santa Claus was a big success beginning with a kickoff at Greil Memorial Psychi-
atric Hospital on November 7, 2007.  Facility Director, Allen Stewart welcomed around 150 people. Wanda 

Laird, Executive Director of Mental Health America in Montgomery expressed the regrets of State Honorary 
Chairperson, First Lady Patsy Riley who could not attend the event and then recognized the following individuals 
and groups who were in attendance: Co-Honorary Chairperson, First Lady of Montgomery, Judge Lynn Bright, 
who also served as the guest speaker, Co-Honorary Chairperson, Judge Reese McKinney, Commissioner John 
Houston who spoke about the AL Department of MH/MR, Associate Commissioner of MH/MR, Susan Chambers, 
MHA of Alabama affi liates, including President Jim Smith, MHA in Montgomery Board Co-Chairpersons, Shirley 
Carlisle and Anne Graham, who spoke about the project, introduced the guest speaker, and welcomed Santa who 
was portrayed by Charlie Colvin, Executive Director of the Montgomery Area United Way.  Outreach Services 
Coordinator, Paula Collins and Assistant Executive Director, Chiquita Lattimore were also recognized for their 
hard work with the project.  A member of the Friendship Club, Pamela Robinson, expressed her gratitude for 
Operation Santa Claus as well as Susan Richey.  Ms. Richie shared her experiences of being on both the receiving 
end and the gift giving end of Operation Santa Claus.  Through her association with the Center of Hope, volunteers 
provided not only gifts for all of the patients at Greil Hospital but bags of treats as well.   The Junior League of 
Montgomery Provisional Class provided refreshments for the kickoff which was well attended by the media.

The Junior League of Montgomery Provisional Class and members of the Dalraida United Methodist Church 
provided refreshments for the consumer party that was held on December 18 at the Cloverdale Baptist Church.  
Over 100 people enjoyed the program and festivities, which consisted of poems, stories, music, door prizes, and 
refreshments.   Paula Collins and Anne 
Graham assisted Santa in distributing the 
gifts and bags of treats.  Operation Santa 
Claus would not have been successful 
without the assistance of all of the volun-
teers and donors listed in this newsletter.  
Around 600 gifts were provided to indi-
viduals within the Montgomery, Elmore, 
Lowndes, and Autauga counties.

The 55th Annual Operation Santa Claus was a big success beginning with a kickoff at Greil Memorial Psychi-
atric Hospital on November 7, 2007.  Facility Director, Allen Stewart welcomed around 150 people. Wanda 

Mental Health America in Montgomery 
Celebrates 55th Annual Operation Santa Claus

Attending the kickoff at Greil from L to R 
were: MHA in Montgomery Board Co-Chair-
person, Shirley Carlisle, Commissioner John 
Houston, Co-Honorary Chairperson, First 
Lady of Montgomery, Judge Lynn Bright, 
Co-Honorary Chairperson, Judge Reese 
McKinney, and MHA in Montgomery Board 
Co-Chairperson, Anne Graham.
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Operation Santa Claus Donors and Volunteers

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Clayton

Emily Clark

Mike Collins

Margaret Collinsworth

(Ret.) Lt. Col. James B. Coman, Jr.

Nancy Copeland

Dalraida United Methodist Church

Karen Day

Tom DeBray

Ed and Nancy Deabler

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Dempsey

Ellen Dempsey

Dr. and Mrs. George DeMuth

Senator Larry Dixon

Dr. and Mrs. Anthony Drake

Marylin Driscoll

Mr. and Mrs. Darold Dunlavy

Mr. and Mrs. Liston Eddins

Jan Ellis

Charlotte English

Janet Ethridge

Sandee Ferguson

First Baptist Church/Ashley, Clayton,   
    Howell Sunday School Class

First Baptist Church/Brock 
    Sunday School Class

First United Methodist Church 

First United Methodist Church 
    Women’s Group

Allen Fortson

Nancy Frazier

Frazier United Methodist Church/
    Homebuilder Sunday School Class

Brenda Fryer

Lovell Gamble

Mr. and Mrs. W. R. Gaston

Joel Gill

Anne Graham

Mr. and Mrs. Jim Grassiano

Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Grinter

Pat Guest

Rhonda Guy

Mr. and Mrs. Leslie Hall

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Harper

Carol Hart

Judy Heinzman

Rick Hendrick

Henry Hernandez

Sally Hill

Cassie Hooks

John Houston, Commissioner, 
    AL. Dept. MH/MR

Jon Howe

Commissioner John Hulett

Janet Jackson

James and Terri Jones

Junior League of Montgomery 
    Provisional Class

Ed Kendall

Barbara Kornegay

Don Laird

Jim Lane

The Lane Corporate Group

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Lee

Magnolia Garden Club

Hebert Maloney

Beth Mari

Troy Massey

Maxwell - Gunter Offi cers’ Spouses’ Club

Maxwell Offi cer’s Training School

Mary McCain

Judge and Mrs. Reese McKinney

Sharon McNeill

Beth Metlay

Herbert and Doris Miller

Marica Monroe

Montgomery Allergy and Asthma 
    Associates

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Mooty

Allison Mosher

Anna Mosher

Mungara and Associates

Carol Mysinger

Larry Mysinger

NAMI - Alabama

NAMI - Montgomery Chapter

Stacey Neumann

Will O’Rear

Carol Overby

Arden Pathak

Stephen and Sylvia Payne

Miriam Perry

Mr. and Mrs. Zac Perry, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. R. B. Petty

Drucilla Phillips

Pike Road Civic Club

Dr. Jim Pointer

Veda Porterfi eld

Pre-Trial Diversion

Steve Puckett

Mallie Reed

Louise Reynolds

Sylvia Richy

Carol Riley

First Lady Patsy Riley

James and Betty Ritchie

Jessica Roberts

Jeri Robinson

Pamela Robinson

Riley Roby

Senator Quinton Ross

Susan Ryan

Saint James School

Saint Michaels & All Angels 
    Episcopal Church

Keith Sellers

Ann Sikes

Angela Smith

Verdell Smith

Southern Poverty Law Firm

Margaret Sowell

Mr. and Mrs. Haywood Sport

Allen Stewart

Ernestine Taylor

Terry Taylor

Debbie Thomas

Dr. Helen Thomas

Carroll Thorn

Ann Thweatt

Donald and Linda Valeska

Felecia Van Votrhis

Olin Vinson

Ada Wall

Lizzie Grey Wall

Veta Wall

Wal-Mart Foundation

Jewell Weldon

Rebecca Leigh White

Kathleen Wilkowske

Dawn Wilson

Eranell Wilson

Joyce Wilson

Mary Wilson

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Woodcook

The Wool Family Foundation

Dr. and Mrs. Ron Wright

Shankar Yalamanchili

Stephanie Young

Dr. and Mrs. John Zeigler

Doug and Carol Zippay
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MHA in Montgomery Welcomes 
New Board Members, 

New Board of Trustees, and 
Recognizes Volunteers!

Mental Health America in Montgomery 
proudly welcomed 11 new Board members 

and two new Board of Trustees at the 55th Annual 
Meeting held in October.  Special volunteer recog-
nitions were also given as around 100 individual 
gathered at the Capital City Club.

Guest speaker, Judge Tracey McCooey, spoke 
about the Mental Health Court that she helped 
establish and Commissioner John Houston gave 
a brief update on the Alabama Department of 
Mental Health and Mental Retardation.  He also 
introduced Lucindia Claghorn, who received the 
Clifford Beers Award (the highest honor given by 
Mental Health America to a mental health con-
sumer who best refl ects the example set by MHA 
founder Clifford W. Beers in his efforts to improve 
conditions for and attitudes toward people living 
with mental illness).  Ms. Claghorn provided her 
personal insight as to the struggles consumers face 
today.  President Ed Kendall expressed some of the 
accomplishments the organization made during the 
year and introduced the new members.  He also ex-
pressed that everyone is looking forward to working 
together as we strive for another successful year.

Among those receiving special recognition 
were:  Elizabeth Perry, (who teaches art to the 
consumers on a weekly basis), Sandee Ferguson, 
Verdell Smith, Cendy Cooper, Grace and Dan 
O’Connor (who helped in many ways, including 
the Crystal Bell Gala and Auction), Junior League 
of Montgomery Provisional Class, represented by 
Leah Stephens and Arden Pathak (the Jr. League 
members helped in many 
ways with Operation 
Santa Claus), and the 
Dalraida United Method-
ist Church, represented 
by Nancy Deabler and 
Nancy Copeland (the 
members provided meals 
and refreshments for 
special events and holi-
days). We are grateful to 
everyone who helped 
in 2007!  

MHA in Montgomery Welcomes 
New Board Members, 

New Board of Trustees, and 
Recognizes Volunteers!

Roundtable 
Discussion Series

The guest speaker for the January 31 Roundtable Discus-
sion Series will be Pam Artman.  Ms. Artman is a certi-

fi ed social worker who serves as a Bereavement Coordinator at 
Baptist Health – Hospice.  Ms. Artman received a Bachelor’s 
degree (1980) and a Master’s degree (1981) in Social Work from 
the University of Alabama.  In 1995 she received her Master’s 
degree in Elementary Education from Auburn University at 
Montgomery.

During the presentation titled “Helping Children Grieve,” Ms. Artman will 
cover the following: (1) Children’s stages of cognitive development which will 
include, how children’s thinking is different from adults, and how children’s 
thinking patterns can affect their ability to cope with medical crises and death.  
(2) Emotional needs of children which will include children at risk for compli-
cated bereavement. (3) Parents and caring adults are your resource!  Steps parents 
and other adults can do to comfort children.

Join us for some role play, case scenarios, a video, and a demonstration and 
practice of play activities used with children.  The session begins at 12:00 noon at 
1116 South Hull Street.

PLEASE SEE THE SCHEDULE BELOW FOR FUTURE ROUNDTABLE 
DISCUSSION SERIES SESSIONS.  

FEB. 28  HEALING FRON CHILDHOOD SEXUAL ABUSE
DR. SYDNEY GARNER                 

MAR.27  MENTAL HEALTH COURT
JUDGE TRACEY MCCOOEY

APRIL 24  RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE                                                        
SHIRLEY JONES, MS

MAY 22  AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDERS
BONNIE TRULOVE, M.ED.

JUNE 26  COMMUNITY RESOURCES AND HOW TO ACCESS THEM
JO ANN JOHNSON, MS   

JULY 24  ADOLESCENT SUBSTANCE ABUSE
SUSANNAH CARROLL, MS

AUG. 28  GANG ACTIVITY AND ITS AFFECTS
LESLIE EKDAHL, LGSW, MPA

SEPT. 25  THE FUTURE OF MENTAL HEALTH
WILL O’REAR, J.D., L.P.C 

FREE CONTINUING EDUCATION CREDITS ARE OFFERED FOR NURSES, COUN-
SELORS, SOCIAL WORKERS, AND NURSING HOME ADMINISTRATORS. THIS 
PROGRAM IS CO-SPONSERED BY THE ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL 
HEALTH AND MENTAL RETARDATION AND MENTAL HEALTH AMERICA IN 
MONTGOMERY. FOR MORE INFORMATION OR SPECIAL ACCOMODATIONS, 
CALL 334-262-5500. Lucindia Claghorn with 

Clifford Beers Award

Pam Artman

Lucindia Claghorn with Lucindia Claghorn with 

55TH ANNUAL MEETING
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