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Mental Health America in Montgomery
Celebrates 55th Annual Operation Santa Claus

he 55th Annual Operation Santa Claus was a big success beginning with a kickoff at Greil Memorial Psychi-

atric Hospital on November 7, 2007. Facility Director, Allen Stewart welcomed around 150 people. Wanda
Laird, Executive Director of Mental Health America in Montgomery expressed the regrets of State Honorary
Chairperson, First Lady Patsy Riley who could not attend the event and then recognized the following individuals
and groups who were in attendance: Co-Honorary Chairperson, First Lady of Montgomery, Judge Lynn Bright,
who also served as the guest speaker, Co-Honorary Chairperson, Judge Reese McKinney, Commissioner John
Houston who spoke about the AL Department of MH/MR, Associate Commissioner of MH/MR, Susan Chambers,
MHA of Alabama affiliates, including President Jim Smith, MHA in Montgomery Board Co-Chairpersons, Shirley
Carlisle and Anne Graham, who spoke about the project, introduced the guest speaker, and welcomed Santa who
was portrayed by Charlie Colvin, Executive Director of the Montgomery Area United Way. Outreach Services
Coordinator, Paula Collins and Assistant Executive Director, Chiquita Lattimore were also recognized for their
hard work with the project. A member of the Friendship Club, Pamela Robinson, expressed her gratitude for
Operation Santa Claus as well as Susan Richey. Ms. Richie shared her experiences of being on both the receiving
end and the gift giving end of Operation Santa Claus. Through her association with the Center of Hope, volunteers
provided not only gifts for all of the patients at Greil Hospital but bags of treats as well. The Junior League of
Montgomery Provisional Class provided refreshments for the kickoff which was well attended by the media.

The Junior League of Montgomery Provisional Class and members of the Dalraida United Methodist Church
provided refreshments for the consumer party that was held on December 18 at the Cloverdale Baptist Church.
Over 100 people enjoyed the program and festivities, which consisted of poems, stories, music, door prizes, and
refreshments. Paula Collins and Anne
Graham assisted Santa in distributing the
gifts and bags of treats. Operation Santa
Claus would not have been successful
without the assistance of all of the volun-
teers and donors listed in this newsletter.
Around 600 gifts were provided to indi-
viduals within the Montgomery, Elmore,
Lowndes, and Autauga counties.

Attending the kickoff at Greil from L to R
were: MHA in Montgomery Board Co-Chair-
person, Shirley Carlisle, Commissioner John
Houston, Co-Honorary Chairperson, First
Lady of Montgomery, Judge Lynn Bright,
Co-Honorary Chairperson, Judge Reese
McKinney, and MHA in Montgomery Board
Co-Chairperson, Anne Graham.
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Ada Wall

Lizzie Grey Wall

Veta Wall

Wal-Mart Foundation
Jewell Weldon
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Dawn Wilson
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Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Woodcook
The Wool Family Foundation
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o5 TH ANNU

- Roundtable
Discussion Series

he guest speaker for the January 31 Roundtable Discus-

sion Series will be Pam Artman. Ms. Artman is a certi-
fied social worker who serves as a Bereavement Coordinator at
Baptist Health — Hospice. Ms. Artman received a Bachelor’s
degree (1980) and a Master’s degree (1981) in Social Work from
the University of Alabama. In 1995 she received her Master’s
degree in Elementary Education from Auburn University at
Montgomery.

During the presentation titled “Helping Children Grieve,” Ms. Artman will
cover the following: (1) Children’s stages of cognitive development which will
include, how children’s thinking is different from adults, and how children’s
thinking patterns can affect their ability to cope with medical crises and death.
(2) Emotional needs of children which will include children at risk for compli-
cated bereavement. (3) Parents and caring adults are your resource! Steps parents
and other adults can do to comfort children.

Join us for some role play, case scenarios, a video, and a demonstration and
practice of play activities used with children. The session begins at 12:00 noon at
1116 South Hull Street.

Pam Artman

PLEASE SEE THE SCHEDULE BELOW FOR FUTURE ROUNDTABLE
DISCUSSION SERIES SESSIONS.

FEB. 28 HEALING FRON CHILDHOOD SEXUAL ABUSE
DR. SYDNEY GARNER

MAR.27 MENTAL HEALTH COURT
JUDGE TRACEY MCCOOEY

APRIL 24 RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE
SHIRLEY JONES, MS

MAY 22 AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDERS
BONNIE TRULOVE, M.ED.

JUNE26 COMMUNITY RESOURCES AND HOW TO ACCESS THEM
JO ANN JOHNSON, MS

JULY 24  ADOLESCENT SUBSTANCE ABUSE
SUSANNAH CARROLL, MS

AUG. 28 GANG ACTIVITY AND ITS AFFECTS
LESLIE EKDAHL, LGSW, MPA

SEPT. 25 THE FUTURE OF MENTAL HEALTH

WILL O’'REAR, J.D., L.P.C

FREE CONTINUING EDUCATION CREDITS ARE OFFERED FOR NURSES, COUN-
SELORS, SOCIAL WORKERS, AND NURSING HOME ADMINISTRATORS. THIS
PROGRAM IS CO-SPONSERED BY THE ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL
HEALTH AND MENTAL RETARDATION AND MENTAL HEALTH AMERICA IN
MONTGOMERY. FOR MORE INFORMATION OR SPECIAL ACCOMODATIONS,
CALL 334-262-5500.

MHA in Montgomery Welcomes
New Board Members,
New Board of Trustees, and

Recognizes Volunteers!

I\/I ental Health America in Montgomery
proudly welcomed 11 new Board members
and two new Board of Trustees at the 55th Annual
Meeting held in October. Special volunteer recog-
nitions were also given as around 100 individual
gathered at the Capital City Club.

Guest speaker, Judge Tracey McCooey, spoke
about the Mental Health Court that she helped
establish and Commissioner John Houston gave
a brief update on the Alabama Department of
Mental Health and Mental Retardation. He also
introduced Lucindia Claghorn, who received the
Clifford Beers Award (the highest honor given by
Mental Health America to a mental health con-
sumer who best reflects the example set by MHA
founder Clifford W. Beers in his efforts to improve
conditions for and attitudes toward people living
with mental illness). Ms. Claghorn provided her
personal insight as to the struggles consumers face
today. President Ed Kendall expressed some of the
accomplishments the organization made during the
year and introduced the new members. He also ex-
pressed that everyone is looking forward to working
together as we strive for another successful year.

Among those receiving special recognition
were: Elizabeth Perry, (who teaches art to the
consumers on a weekly basis), Sandee Ferguson,
Verdell Smith, Cendy Cooper, Grace and Dan
O’Connor (who helped in many ways, including
the Crystal Bell Gala and Auction), Junior League
of Montgomery Provisional Class, represented by
Leah Stephens and Arden Pathak (the Jr. League
members helped in many
ways with Operation
Santa Claus), and the
Dalraida United Method-
ist Church, represented
by Nancy Deabler and
Nancy Copeland (the
members provided meals
and refreshments for
special events and holi-
days). We are grateful to
everyone who helped
in 2007!

Lucindia Clagharn with
Clifford Beers Award






